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ARE YOU AN ANARCHIST? 


Do you wonder why there are anarchists in 
Britain and around the world? 

Go to any city in Britain and see the numbers of 
homeless in the streets, sleeping in doorways or 
under bridges. Look at the number of people on 
zero hours’ contracts or in short-term jobs, with no 
holiday pay or pensions. 

Look at the consequences of climate change and 
see how politicians like Trump are still denying this 
is real. Then there are the empty promises of many 
politicians to actually do anything about climate 
change. The need to act rapidly and drastically is 
more pressing than ever yet everywhere all that is 
offered is false solutions like the New Green Deal, 
Carbon Taxes and Carbon Emissions Trading. 

What about politicians in parliament? Have you ever 
seen such a lying, insincere, hypocritical and self- 
serving gang? Do you really think that if Labour 
were elected that this would be any different to 
every previous Labour government, like the last one 
that dragged Britain into the war in Iraq? 

See the number of wars continuing around the 
world and think about the arms merchants 
supplying these wars and giving water-cannon, tear 
gas and torture instruments to every repressive 
regime in the world. Look how our government 
supports foul regimes like Saudi Arabia. 

Look at the number of people below the poverty line 
both here and around the world, and those actually 
starving to death when the planet can feed us all. 
Yet there are mountains of food thrown away by 
supermarkets and the agricultural businesses, 


because they would rather bin food so as to protect 
their profits. 

Look at the appalling state of the health service. 
Think about the spiralling numbers of people with 
mental health problems because of this system of 
exploitation and alienation. 

Cities can be a hell, where millions crowd but where 
there is little or no community, where people don’t 
even know their closest neighbours. Where it is 
dangerous for children to play on the streets 
because of the dangers of traffic. Where major 
motorways cut through our neighbourhoods. 

In countries like Russia and China, which were 
meant to be communist and to offer an alternative 
to capitalism, they became just gangster regimes. 
They rule through repression and its business as 
usual, with capitalism run by the State rather than 
by individual capitalists. 

Look at the everyday racism of the police, of people 
like Johnson, Farage and the far right. Look at the 
sexism and homophobia that women and gay 
people have to put up with every day. 

If you are disgusted by this state of affairs, then 
you might just be an anarchist. Check out 
anarchist ideas. We believe in a world without the 
State and politicians, without war, without 
exploitation and hierarchy, without capitalism, a 
world based on mutual aid and solidarity. If you 
are disturbed by the status quo then you should 
seriously consider the ideas of anarchism. You 
cannot rely on politicians to change things, or in 
the so-called revolutionary left who have proved 
to be yet another false hope. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE IS NOT A 

SINGLE ISSUE 


The current Extinction Rebellion (XR) 
protests around the planetary climate 
change crisis have galvanised huge 
numbers, as well as sparking vital 
discussions about tactics, participation 
and decision-making. How it reminds 
some of us of our own youth: 
specifically the previous great wave of 
eco-action from the 1990s. 

On 14 May 1995, two old cars deliberately 
crash into each other in Camden High Street, 
one of London’s busiest shopping areas. Both 
drivers jump out and pretend to abuse each 
other & proceed to smash up each other's cars. 
Usually rammed with cars, the high street is 
suddenly blocked and traffic free. A crowd pours 
into the street, bicycle-powered sound systems 
pound out dance music; the road becomes a 
party venue. Reclaim the Streets (RTS) is born... 

Emerging from campaigns against roadbuilding 
in the early 1990s, RTS absorbed ideas and 


spirit from the diverse movement that came 
together to oppose the 1994 Criminal Justice 
Bill, from rave culture, squatting, traveller 
scenes, party crews, sound systems and eco- 
protest groups. From Camden the London group 
went from strength to strength, putting on 
bigger and bigger parties; squatting the M41 
motorway in 1996, joining up with striking 
Liverpool dockers, and launching the 1999 J18 
party/riot in the City of London. From 100s, the 
actions grew to attract 1000s; Reclaim the 
Streets spread throughout the world, sparking 
parties everywhere, helping to launch a global 
anti-capitalist movement. 

Comparisons with Extinction Rebellion are 
obvious: and continuous threads through Earth 
First!, Climate Camp, Rising Tide link both 
movements across the intervening years. But 
there are significant differences. RTS neither 
saw putting pressure on politicians to act on our 
behalf or mass arrests as the aim, but 
advocated “direct action, but not just as a 
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tactic. We advocate a society in which people 
take responsibility for their own actions, and 
don’t just leave it to the politicians.” This wasn’t 
about pressuring an establishment into action - 
it was about everyone taking action in our own 
collective interests. RTS evolved from actions 
about cars and roads to talking about taking 
back everything. 

Extinction Rebellion have reproduced elements 
of RTS’s approach - taking over streets and 
public space, the stress on climate change, the 
emphasis on people taking action. However, 
there are major points of departure, some 
positive, some worth examining critically. 

RTS took space as a one-off usually, where XR 
has tried to keep up the pressure by occupying 
streets of central London for as long as they 
can. It has proved much bigger than RTS 
achieved, involving many more people; more 
resonant of the Occupy movements of post- 
2008 radical protest, but with the added 
urgency of being twenty years further down the 
line to eco-disaster. 

But Extinction Rebellion has inherited the split 
nature of green movements; one half reliant on 
moral blackmail, class blind, focused on one 
issue without seeing how it is vitally linked to 
the whole social and economic structure, naive 
towards the enforcers and controllers of those 
structures. Many others, however, have learned 
to understand the connections and build links 
that transcend them. So these issues are being 
debated within XR; the people involved are 
changing and adapting in response to reality 
and experience. 

XR’s main tactic involves people voluntarily 
getting arrested to put moral pressure on 
government to act. But it’s a pipe-dream to 
think we can reverse climate change without 
the dismantling of capitalism as a world- 
exploiting system. You can’t have some nice 


democratic non-ecocidal market economy: 
reversal of the climate cataclysm means 
overthrowing the classes that profit from it. 
Those with a profitable interest in continuing 
eco-destruction aren’t going to give it up 
because of green finger-wagging. 

XR tactics rely on their illusions in the forces 
ranged against us - a few coppers dancing to a 
sound system in Marble Arch can’t mask the 
institutional role of the police - to control and if 
necessary repress protest, with violence when 
required. And dismissal of the reality of daily 
life. The disastrous blockading of tube trains in 
East London by one XR group highlights the 
weakness of blinkered single-issue politics & 
activism. Why disrupt public transport, surely 
part of any solution to climate change? 

XR’s potential is obvious, but will it fizzle out, 
outgrow the liberal illusions of leading voices? 
It’s yet to be seen (and fought for from within). 
Only organising our lives worldwide for the 
needs of all - people and planet - can defeat the 
exploitation of the earth, its resources, its 
animals and of the vast majority of us humans. 
Green capitalism and green politicians are just 
pot plants on the deck of the titanic. 

Extracted from a longer article on Reclaim the 
Streets and Extinction rebellion, which can be 
found here: 

https://pasttenseblog.wordpress.com/2019/ 
05/14/today-in-london-traffic-history-1995- 
reclaim-the-streets-block-camden-high-street- 
to-pa rty-aga i nst-ca r-cu Itu re/ 

A leading point where both RTS and XR 
are concerned: symbolic centralised 
‘protest’ are no substitute for local 
struggle around concrete issues - for 
instance, the battle against the 
Silvertown Tunnel ... 
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STOP THE TUNNEL !! 



Climate Change - the most pressing issue of our times; Global crisis that 
demands global solutions. Declarations of a climate emergency by councils or 
governments are all very well - but the profits of big business depend on 
continuing destruction of the natural world and exploitation of its resources, as 
well as mass exploitation of people. A global solution can only be based on 
LOCAL action, local change, from the grassroots. 

In East London, locals are opposing the planned building of a new Thames river crossing which will 
increase pollution, congestion and emissions. Transport for London (TfL) proposes to build 
the Silvertown road Tunnel under the Thames, from the Greenwich Peninsula to the Royal Docks, 
under the river, just to the east of the A102/Blackwall Tunnel. 

TfL say East London needs a new river crossing to relieve the over-congested Blackwall Tunnel. But 
building new roads only attracts new traffic, resulting in higher emissions and more pollution. The 
building of the second Blackwall Tunnel in the late 1960s saw traffic double within a year - its new 
approach roads were jammed within a decade. The M25 keeps filling up each time it’s widened. 

The Silvertown Tunnel would be no different. 

Air quality around the A102 and its approach roads on both sides of the Thames already breaks 
legal limits, putting locals’ health at risk, especially children. The effects of poor air contributes to 
the deaths of hundreds of local people; children who grow up near polluted roads have their lungs 
damaged for life. The solution to transport problems is better public transport, not more roads and 

more cars. 

At best, the Silvertown Tunnel will be an expensive waste of money. At worst, it’ll blight the lives of 

hundreds of thousands of people. 

But it doesn’t have to be this way: local people have prevented such disastrous roads being built 
before. The A102 itself is a legacy from the failed London Ringway proposal, a plan to encircle 
London with urban motorways - fought off in the 1970s by angry residents. 

And just downriver from where the Silvertown Tunnel is proposed today, the East London River 

Crossing was stopped in the 1990s. 
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WE CAN WIN 

Planned to run across the river from Beckton through Greenwich and Eltham, to link the A2 and 
A13, plans for the new road would have meant bulldozing through some beautiful southeast 
London woodlands, including Oxleas wood, and Shepherdleas wood, and demolishing several 
hundred homes. Government policy at the time involved a massive new roadbuilding programme 
- developers and some local authorities strongly supported the scheme. But the crossing faced 

many years of opposition. 

Local people formed People Against the River Crossing (PARC) to resist the plan. Campaign 
strategy centred on making Oxleas Wood a symbol of the environmental damage that the road 
programme was causing and a rallying point for the environment movement. 

The campaign was fought on many levels - demonstrations, letter-writing, lobbying politicians... 
A public transport alternative was drawn-up. Supporters were asked to “Adopt-a-Tree” in Oxleas 
Wood, to bring in funds and publicity, and to give supporters a real stake in the campaign. If the 
bulldozers had gone in, it was planned that tree adopters would have come to defend their tree. 
A “Beat the Bulldozer” pledge was launched, with the aim of getting 10,000 people to pledge to 

be there if the bulldozers went in. 

In the end, the pressure of the campaign paid off. In July 1993, the government withdrew the 

plans. The River Crossing was abandoned, unbuilt. 

The East London River Crossing was a turning point: part of, and helping to inspire, a growing 
movement against the government’s road building program. Community campaigns, protest 
camps, occupations and sabotage resisted roadbuilding at Twyford Down, against the Mil, at 
Newbury, and many others. Mass resistance led to the whole roads program being cancelled by 
the New Labour government in 1997. Acting together - WE CAN WIN. 

More info on Silvertown Tunnel campaign: https://silvertowntunnel.co.uk/ 
or Stop Silvertown Tunnel Coalition: @SilvertownTn 
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THE GLOBAL WORKING CLASS 

FIGHTS BACK 


UK 

France 
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Algeria 


Haiti 



Ukraine 
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Liberia 



r~Montenegro 
Albania <A— Iraq 

I 


Lebanon 


Egypt 

A-Sudan 


Zimbabwe 


WORLD OF 


° Hong Kong 
(China) 

Indonesia 


Countries and 
territories 
where 
significant 
protests 
occurred in 
2019 



Every day around the world, the urban & 
rural working class and peasants engage 
in small local struggles to make their lives 
just that bit more bearable. Usually these 
struggles are ignored by politicians and 
the mainstream media, because they just 
don’t care. 

But every now and then a wave of massive strikes, 
uprisings and rebellions sweep the world, and 
cannot be ignored. That is happening right now 
around the world, and has been gathering pace over 
the last year. From France to Haiti; Ecuador to Flong 
Kong; Iraq to Chile; Egypt to Spain; Lebanon to 
Indonesia; and many places in between, the global 
working class is fighting back. 

The triggers in each case may vary, but there are 
some common themes. As the global neo-liberal 
ruling elite oppress us all a little bit more every day, 
with more austerity, more wealth inequality, more 
repression, everywhere workers & peasants eyes 
are opening wider. We see corruption and the 
bosses’ cronies ripping us off, our land is stolen, 
prices are rising whilst wages stagnate and services 
are cut. Elections are controlled, fiddled, or ignored; 


the police & military literally get away with murder; 
and dissent is increasingly outlawed. 

These are not the fake rebellions we’ve seen here 
recently, where protest zones are agreed in 
advance, and the cops gently arrest people whilst 
other protesters applaud them. In these real 
rebellions people risk their lives just going out onto 
the streets. To be arrested means beatings, torture, 
disappearance, time in prison with no trial, and 
often death. Betrayed so often by political parties of 
all stripes, people are self-organising and creating 
new movements from below, linking up with the 
better labour movements, and resisting in ever 
greater numbers. 

Anarchists do not own or control any of these 
rebellions. Where anarchists are able to exist, 
and flourish, they are a part of these 
movements and uprisings, standing side by 
side with their fellow humans. Along with 
everyone else, anarchists will articulate their 
ideas and dreams, tactics and strategies - as 
equals, not as leaders, nor followers. We will 
do the same in London - join us in joining the 

global resistance. 
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SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
HONG KONG PROTESTERS 


With over 2000 arrests, hundreds of 
injuries and thousands of tear gases 
canisters fired the anti-government 
movement in Hong Kong is still on the 
increase - even after the official 
withdrawal of the extradition bill, which 
initially sparked the demonstrations. 

Chief executive of Hong Kong, Carrie Lam, recently 
banned demonstrators wearing masks in an 
attempt to crack down on demonstrators, but 
thousands ignored the ban. She also passed an 
Emergency Law that gives her outrageous power 
where she can bypass Honk Kong’s lawmakers. This 
marks the beginning of Hong Kong’s totalitarian 
regime. 

Of course Carrie Lam is just a puppet for the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP). While previous 
Hong Kong’s demonstrations have always known 
there is the threat of military action from the 
Chinese Liberation Army, this time it's more than 
just threats. There is lots of evidence showing the 
Chinese military both disguising themselves as 


Hong Kong police officers and also operating 
secretly. 

Hong Kongers speak a very specific dialect so even 
the Cantonese speaking Chinese military can be 
distinguished easily. And when you are in the 
frontline, you see first-hand masked ‘police’ fitter 
and with much better combat skills than the normal 
Hong Kong police. This is why we are afraid one of 
the protestors five demands - setting up 
independent investigating team for police brutality - 
may never happen. The authorities won’t risk 
revealing the Chinese militaries intervention, as it 
could jeopardise Hong Kong’s financial and taxation 
system/independence. 

Could this explain the extreme violence protestors 
are facing? Several people, including an Indonesian 
reporter, have been shot in the eye by rubber 
bullets; two people got shot by live rounds, one of 
them in the chest; numerous protestors have 
suffered fractured bones after being arrested, one 
got beaten up so badly they were left with brain 
haemorrhage. 
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Reports of sexual assault from police (or possibly 
Chinese military) are at a horrific rate. It’s common 
to see male officers touching female protestors’ 
sexual parts, or uneven undressing them in public. 
We have photographic evidence of all of this. Triads 
have also been attacking protestors with knives and 
iron bars and are protected by the police. Last 
month, a 15 years old female body was found in the 
sea, completely naked, the cause of death was 
concluded as ‘nothing suspicious’. She was very 
active in the demonstrations and a very strong 
swimmer. Many believe dozens of protestors had 
been killed secretly but reported as suicides. Police 
calls us cockroaches. 

So what could be done besides sending more gas 
masks and protective helmets to Hong Kong? 

The CCP’s stability, and the birth of toxic Chinese 
nationalism comes from its enormous economic 
power. After oppressing Tibet, threatening Taiwan, 
building concentration camps to re-educate Uigur 


Muslims, Hong Kong is yet another victim of the 
second largest economic power of the world. It’s 
become something so fearless that it even tries to 
control freedom of speech in other parts of the 
globe. 

But there are acts of solidarity. For example, 

Houston Rocket’s manager Daryl Morey’s ‘stand 
with Hong Kong’ tweet that divided the NBA league, 
or gaming giant Blizzard’s banning of gamer 
Blitzchung, when he supported the Hong Kong 
state, which sent shockwaves throughout the entire 
gaming community. 

We could perhaps try to understand the Hong 
Kong’s crisis as yet another case of dictatorial 
oppression by the Chinese Communist Party. 
Under its one party ruling, China has become a 
fascist capitalist state which the global markets 
have been feeding for decades: everything is 
made in China, everyone buys from the Chinese. 

It is time to rethink the real cost of it all. 



“It is not light 
that is needed, 
but fire; it is not 
the gentle 
shower, but 
thunder. We 
need the storm, 
the whirlwind, 
and the 
earthquake.” 

“The limits of 
tyrants are 
prescribed by 
the endurance 
of those whom 
they oppose.” 

Frederick 
Douglass, 1852 
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A SIDEWAYS LOOK 



HHRCHIST 
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%-*■ PLEASED 


NO VOTE-BEGGARS 

OR PARTY-POUTICAL 



LE VOTE 

NE CHANCE 

R iEN 

LA LOTTE 

CONTINUE 


We find ourselves in electoral fever, with many anarchists tempted by the idea that Corbyn’s 
Labour represent a different prospect to the Labour Party of old. To an extent they have a 
point: there are clear differences between them and the Tories that cannot be easily 
dismissed and were not there in the New Labour years. Johnson’s backers promise an 
existential threat to the NHS and lots of other things will get worse. Corbyn’s promises, which 
are just promises as of yet - offer some hope of a different set up, but mean nothing if they 
are not backed up by a popular movement willing to take direct action to stop any potential 
backsliding. Nor are all the promises positive - how many extra cops do we really need? 

But we should not be under any illusion that it’s a systemic change - capitalism will have its 
rough edges tweaked if Labour get in, and there will be some mild redistribution of resources 
away from the idle rich to those in need. If that’s enough for you to vote, or even campaign 
for a political party, fair enough: but the reason we don’t participate as anarchists in electoral 
politics is not that we disagree with voting or don’t like the parties - it’s because the game 

itself is rigged. 

It's also a phenomenal waste of energy - apologists for Corbyn say there's enough people to 
fight housing campaigns or do anti-raids struggles and canvass for the Party demolishing the 
estates. It never seems to work that way in real life, though. 

Whenever I go on a rant, friends and family suggest I should run for office. I’m sure many of 
us have had similar discussions. But if I was elected to an office, I would start to mix with 
other office holders, rather than the people I live, work or socialise with. This would start to 
change my outlook. Even if I found a way of keeping in touch with my initial impulses, I would 
come up against the machinery of government - the civil service, special advisors - who all 
have a particular way of doing things. You could elect a secular saint but the machinery of 
authority would still undermine them. Real change comes through sweeping all of that 
machinery away and starting again - not trying to make it work on our behalf when we know, 

in our hearts, it won’t. 
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SPORT - THE ADDICTION OF 

THE MASSES 


For generations the working class used 
their hard earned wages paying for tickets 
to watch their favourite football teams. 
Some of us are so passionate about “our 
team” that we spend small fortunes not 
only on season tickets but football kits, for 
both us and our families, and all the other 
“trappings” that go with it. 

Big business then realised they could rip us off even 
more so suddenly “sport" is good business for the 
rich and powerful. TV rights to rugby, motor racing, 
snooker, darts and a host of other “sport” have 
made promoters millions and the so called stars are 
raking in shed loads of cash. 

If we stop and take the blinkers of (and I’m a 
passionate football fan as well) we can’t help but 
realise that our hard earned wages or benefits are 
just going into the wallets of the rich and powerful. 
Ok, some of it gets to the sports men and women. 
But the majority of it goes to the owners and 
promoters of the sports. 

Joe Lewis, the owner of Tottenham Hotspur (the 
club I try to stop supporting and fail) is one good 
example. He is apparently the 5 th richest person in 
the UK with an estimated personal fortune of £4.5 
billion and lives in the Bahamas. His yacht (see 
picture) cost £140 million to build. Every time 
someone buy a Spurs shirt Joe Lewis gets richer. 

And every club has their Joe Lewis. 

But other sports are catching up - or should we say 
other millionaires are cashing in. Snooker is 
constantly on the TV and there is huge hype around 
other sports now as well. Women’s football may be 
the next big thing to swell the pockets of the mega 


rich as already it’s getting more and more TV time 
which means more cash for the owners of the clubs. 

Bernie Ecclestone used to own Formula One and his 
wealth is estimated at £3.1 billion. Mukesh 
Ambani, owner of the Mumbai Indians cricket 
team is estimated to be worth £50 billion. 

It’s true some sporting super stars are working 
class kids made good and that’s probably most 
seen in sports like boxing and football. But for ever 
Harry Kane or Anthony Joshua or Lewis Hamilton 
(who now lives in Monte Carla to save paying his 
taxes) there are thousands of kids who have their 
dreams smashed or worse their bodies smashed as 
well. And once these “stars” have served their 
purpose they are thrown on the scrap heap like the 
rest of us as the next new sensation is promoted 
and hyped. 

This isn’t “sport”. It’s a drug pumped to the masses 
to keep them happy and to rob them of their cash. 
But it’s one thing realising it and another to do 
something about. 

And then there is the corruption. The football 
world cup and the Olympics has been riddled 
with it. Just check the internet - we need say no 
more here. 

Drugs is also a huge problem in professional 
sport. Just look at the scandals in cycling, 
athletics and even golf!! Those competing have to 
perform. If they don’t the next “big talent” just 
takes their place. So sports stars chance taking 
weirder and weirder combinations of drugs to 
make them go that bit faster, higher or longer. All 
the while chancing humiliation and messing up 
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their bodies. But the pressure to succeed is just 
so huge, it’s a risk many will take. 

We are all mad. When did sport become 
something we watch while sofa surfing. Why are 
we so engrossed with “sport” like this? We really 
need to kick the habit. 

Real sport is us lot actually doing it, not watching 
the great and the good “doing it". It’s the people 
who go for runs round your local park or who play 


footie week in, week out at places like Hackney 
Marshes, or those of us on the basketball and 
netball courts around London, or those in the 
local swimming pool doing length after length. 

Sport was never meant to be something 
we watch, and worse, help make rich people 
even richer. It was always meant to be 
about us just getting on with it and 

enjoying it. 


CWU DISPUTE 

Ballot for Industrial Action 

From 24 September 2019 Royal Mail members would have received an industrial action ballot 

paper asking for a Yes vote for strike action. 

What is the dispute about? The new Chief Executive, Rico Back, has clearly decided that the way 
forward for Royal Mail is to have a cheaper more flexible workforce. This Is why Royal Mail, under 
his leadership, has developed a strategy which is designed to marginalise the union (CWU) in 
order to create a cheaper more flexible employment model. 

Royal Mail want to review, and possible change, the legal guarantees which stopped them from 
outsourcing, franchising, breaking up the company, creating a two-tier workforce and recruiting 

on zero-hour contracts. 

Royal Mail want to use PDAs (the machine 
people sign for their parcels on) to spy on 
workers even though they know they don’t 
truly reflect a postal workers’ routine. 

Royal Mail are not saying they will support 
the continuation of the USO (universal 
service obligation) when Ofcom reviews it 
next year. This possibly means the USO being 
cut to a five-day postal service, and resulting 
in the loss of 20,000 jobs. 



(LETS HAVE) FREE PUBLIC TRANSPORT! 

ACG (Anarchist Communist Group) London are holding a Public Discussion Meeting: ‘Users and Workers 
unite for free public transport!’ together with transport workers from the RMT union, at the May Day 

Rooms, 88 Fleet Street, 2-4pm on December 1 st . 

https://www.anarchistcommunism.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Anarchist-Communist-group-1910429525920383 



Anarchist Communist Group 














REBEL CITY 


13 


LAND REFORM FROM THE 
GROUND UP 


We abuse land because we 
regard it as a commodity 
belonging to us. When we see 
land as a community to which 
we belong, we may begin to use 
it with love and respect. 

Aldo Leopold: Sand Country 
Almanac 

Was the earth made to preserve 
a few covetous, proud men to 
live at ease, and for them to bag 
and barn up the treasures of the 
Earth from others, that these 
may beg or starve in a fruitful 
land; or was it made to preserve 
all her children? 

Gerrard Winstanley 



LAND JUSTICE 

‘Land’ is all the earth’s resources: the physical surface of the earth, both land and water, urban 
and rural, what lies beneath, and the atmosphere above. For centuries, the use and benefits of 
land have profited a minority while displacing the majority - physically, economically, socially, 
politically and culturally. Fundamental changes to the system of land ownership are needed to 
ensure that land is managed and used for the benefit of all, including future generations and 

other species. 

This will require us to view land differently, no longer as someone’s exclusive private property. 
Even when land is officially in public hands, our voices about how the land should be used and 
managed cannot be heard above the property developers and speculators, large mining and 
forestry interests, and others who see land as a source of profit. The planning system gives 
unequal weight to the views of developers, and local communities often don’t have the time or 

money to challenge them effectively. 


Our alternative vision sees land as a ‘Commons’. This means that land is a common inheritance, a 
gift of nature that belongs to us all. Together we act as stewards or caretakers of this land so that 
it can sustain us both now and in the future. The Commons is a social process, a community of 
people who work together within democratic and fully participatory structures to manage the 
sustainable production and equitable distribution of the land’s wealth. 

The People’s Land Policy is a project to develop discussion and debate about what kind of 
land reform we need. By bringing together a range of people to discuss land and the issues 
that affect them we hope to contribute to the building of a broad-based, radical movement for 

land reform. 

For a full version of our pamphlet and to get involved contact: peopleslandpolicy@gmail.com; 

https://peopleslandpolicy.home.blog/ 
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TAKING BACK CONTROL AT 
THE GRASSROOTS 


Forests across the world have been 
burning out of control. These forests are 
the lungs of our planet - if they go, we’re in 
grave danger. Our government along with 
many others is lurching ever further to the 
right and towards a future of disaster 
capitalism that will benefit the tiny 
minority of super rich while the rest of us 
get screwed. Globally, the picture is 
looking grim... 

Locally, our councils pay mere lip service to 
environmental concerns while continuing to 
promote unsustainable economic growth. It’s no 
good declaring a ‘climate emergency’ while at the 
same time, granting permission for traffic 
generating developments such as logistics centres. 
Parks and open spaces are viewed as assets to be 
flogged off to developers rather than the green 
lungs needed to make urban areas liveable. Even 
our street trees are under threat from councils who 
can’t be bothered to maintain them properly. 

It would be all to easy to give into despair and 
retreat into some form of escapism to get away from 
all of this. Which is exactly what those who presume 
to rule over us and their mates in the media who 
spin their bullshit and try to distract us with trivia 
want. The last thing they want are people who can 
take a step back, see the bigger picture and then 


decide to take action to change things. 

Large scale, radical change has to happen if we are 
to bring about the just, sane and sustainable world 
we want. The question is, how can we bring this 
about? One answer is to start small in your 
neighbourhood and if that works, link up with others 
and build from there. 

Starting small can mean anything from a 
community vegetable plot and a street level food 
bank through to a repair cafe or a school uniform 
bank. The only limit is your imagination! Working 
collectively at a neighbourhood level brings people 
together and helps to build the community solidarity 
we need in these troubled times. 

A successful neighbourhood level project will 
empower those taking part in it. It can serve as an 
inspiration to other communities to start doing the 
same. When people in these different projects start 
to link up with each other to exchange ideas, 
experiences and skills, they become greater than 
the sum of their parts. This is the point when we're 
really getting into building the new world we want in 
the shell of the decaying, dystopian one we 
currently have to endure. 

This is exactly what the south Essex based 
Alternative Estuary project is about: 
https://alternativeestuary.home.blog/ 
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STAYING GROUNDED IN ESSEX 


Our politics at Alternative Estuary have 
always been about building for change 
from the grassroots. This means 
supporting whatever projects are 
happening in our neighbourhoods that 
have the potential to make a difference 
and empower the people involved in them. 
That’s one of the reasons why we 
volunteer as gardeners at Hardie Park in 
Stanford-le-Hope. 

One of the reasons... The other is that we’ve lived in 
this town for a good few decades, have a strong 
connection to it and politics aside, we’ll happily roll 
up our sleeves to help out any project that will make 
it a better place to live in for everyone. So yes, we 
have a strong emotional connection to the 
community we live in. 

After a week of total weirdness when it came to 
political activity, to get away from that, I went along to 
the park to get stuck into some gardening and catch 
up with the friends I’ve made there over the last few 
years. Friends who are quite comfortable about mildly 
taking the piss out of each other while instinctively 
knowing where the line is. Let’s just say, going there 
puts a lot of things into perspective and reinforced 
why, if we want to bring about significant change, we 
have to start at the grassroots, in our neighbourhoods 
alongside people from our own class. 


There’s no hierarchy with our gardening group. We 
collectively decide what needs doing over a cup of 
tea or coffee before we start and then get on with it. 
People slot into doing what they feel comfortable 
with. We help and support each other and after a 
few hours, stand back, look at what we’ve done and 
can see a real difference. Not just with the 
gardening group but also with the cafe and all the 
other groups who use the park. There’s a real sense 
of community, pulling together and looking out for 
each other. It’s that sense of achievement and 
bonding that empowers people 

I was chatting with one of my fellow gardeners today 
and she remarked there’s a growing trend of people 
pulling together on various neighbourhood and 
community projects. We agreed that it’s not just 
about making a physical difference - it’s also about 
making friends, supporting each other and building 
a sense of community. 

If we want to make the world a better place, this 
is where we have to start. In our neighbourhoods 
where we live. Not just for political reasons. But 
because we genuinely care about the community 
we live in and want to do what we can to build a 
sense of solidarity and make it a better place. 

Alternative Estuary: 
https://alternativeestuary.home.blog/ 










ABOUT REBEL CITY 

Rebel City aims to cover all issues of importance to working 
class Londoners. We argue for a radical ransformation of 
our city. Rebel City is collectively produced by a range of 
groups and individuals. 16 pages of quality anarchist 
reporting and analysis. Get it at Housmans and Freedom 
Bookshops, your local social centres, or from a friendly 
anarchist in the street or contact us and well mail you a 
copy! Get involved. Contribute articles and information. 

Take bundles and distribute them among your neighbours 

and workmates. 

Contact: rebelcitylondon@gmail.com 
Thanks to Dave A. for the lay-out. 

DIRECTORY 

Get involved! 

Here’s a selection of campaigns and groups that are helping to make 

London the Rebel City. 

LONDON-WIDE 

Advisory Service for Squatters: www.squatter.org.uk 
Anarchist Communist Group - London: www.londonacg.blogspot.co.uk 
Anarchist Federation - London: www.aflondon.wordpress.com 
Angry Workers: www.angryworkersworld.wordpress.com 
Cleaners and Allied Independent Workers Union: www.caiwu.org.uk/wp 
Community Food Growers Network: www.cfgn.org.uk 
Disabled People Against Cuts - Facebook: www.facebook.com/disabledpeopleagainstcuts 
Empty Cages- campaign to abolish prisons: www.prisonabolition.org 
Feminist Fightback: www.feministfightback.org.uk 
Industrial Workers of the World: www.iww.org.uk/london 
Land Justice Network: www.landjustice.uk 
London Anti-fascists - Facebook: www.facebook.com/londonantifascists 
Radical Housing Network: www.radicalhousingnetwork.org 
Reclaim the Power: www.reclaimthepower.org.uk/updates 
Sisters Uncut - Facebook: www.facebook.com/sistersuncut 
United Voices of the World: www.uvwunion.org.uk 

LOCAL GROUPS & CAMPAIGNS 

Haringey Housing Action Group: www.haringeyhousingaction.org.uk 
Haringey Solidarity Group - Facebook: www.facebook.com/haringey.solidaritygroup 
Housing Action Southwark and Lambeth: www.housingactionsouthwarkandlambeth.wordpress.com 
North East London Migrant Action: www.nelmacampaigns.wordpress.com 
South Essex Radical Media: www.facebook.com/southessexwca 
Stop HDV!: www.stophdv.com 

BOOKSHOPS & SOCIAL CENTRES 

56a Infoshop: www.56a.org.uk 
DIY Space for London: www.diyspaceforlondon.org 
Freedom: www.freedompress.org.uk 
Housemans: www.housmans.com 
LARC: www.larc.space 
May Day Rooms: www.maydayrooms.org 

Check the different organisations and campaigns for more events and actions. 

When you’ve finished with this paper, please don’t throw it away - pass it on to other people to read. 
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